The Number 11

The number eleven is important in that it can symbolize disorder, chaos and judgment. In the Bible, number
11 is used twenty-four times and "11th" can be found 19 times. The Numbers 32, 250 and 7000 are used 11
times in the Bible.
Coming after 10 (which represents law and responsibility), the number eleven (11) represents the opposite, which
is the irresponsibility, which brings disorder and judgment. It can symbolize an internal fight or rebellion, but it
also represents someone who comes out victorious of the tests with the acquired knowledge.
In Genesis 11, men rebelled against God and built the tower of Babel. He judged them by confusing their
language, resulting in chaos. Jehoiakim, one of the last kings over Judah, ruled for 11 years (609 to 598 B.C.).
His successor, King Jehoiachin, rules for only three months before the Babylonians take control of Jerusalem.
After overcoming the city, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon sets up Zedekiah as a puppet ruler of Judea.
Zedekiah, however, soon rebels against his masters. His reign is ended in 586 B.C., after only eleven (11) years,
when Nebuchadnezzar once again conquers Jerusalem but this time, he destroys the city and temple.
Scripture lists at least 11 Kings or high-ranking officials who were offended when they were told the truth by one
of God's servants. The men who offended themselves included the Pharaoh of Egypt (Exodus 10:28) and King
Balak of Moab (Numbers 24:10). Kings Jeroboam (1Kings 13:4) and Ahab (1 Kings 22:27) of Israel also got
upset when told the truth.
Several Kings of Judah got angry when confronted with words they did not want to hear including Asa (2
Chronicles 16:10), Joash (2 Chronicles 24:21), Uzziah (2 Chronicles 26:19), Jehoiakim (Jeremiah 26:21) and
Zedekiah (Jeremiah 32:3). Naaman (2 Kings 5:12), captain of the King of Syria's army, felt insulted when he was
told by the prophet Elisha to wash in the Jordan to be healed. The last of the 11 who did not want to hear the truth
was Herod Antipas (Matthew 14:3).
The eleventh book, found in most versions of Scripture, is 1 Kings. Moses was commanded to make 11 curtains
for the tabernacle in the wilderness (Exodus 26:7 - 8).
In the Prestonian Lectures, eleven was a mystical number, and was the final series of steps in the winding stairs
of the Fellow Craft, which were said to consist of 3, 5, 7, 9, and 11. The eleven was referred to the eleven apostles
after the defection of Judas, and to the eleven sons of Jacob after Joseph (the 11th son) went into Egypt. But when
the lectures were revived by Henning, the eleven was struck out. In Templar Freemasonry, however, eleven is
still significant as being the constitutional number required to open a Commandery; and here it is evidently
allusive of the eleven true disciples.

Other Appearances of the Number Eleven
The Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered in 11 caves on the upper northwest shore of the Dead Sea, just thirteen
miles east of Jerusalem. The total number of fragments found exceeds 95,000.
The dukes of Edom (Edom was another name for Esau, Jacob's brother) were 11 in number. Although closely
related to the house of Israel, a bitter hatred existed between the two peoples. (Genesis 36:40 - 43).
The 11 New Testament books that do not contain ANY direct quotes from the Old Testament are Philippians,
Colossians, 1 Thessalonians, 2 Thessalonians, Titus, Philemon, 1 John, 2 John, 3 John, Jude and Revelation.
The third and fourth most referenced Old Testament passages, found in the New Testament, occur 11 times. These
passages are Daniel 12:1 and Isaiah 6:1.
Jesus speaks about workers of the eleventh hour in his parable of laborer’s. (Mt 20,6)
Jehoiakim and Zedekiah reigned each one eleven years in Jerusalem. (2 K 23,36 and 24,18)
Number of planets of our solar system mentioned in the dream of Joseph. (Gen 37,6)
The Virgin Mary is present in eleven stations on the path of the cross.
The Catholic Church and the Orthodox Church celebrate the Easter on different dates. But every 11 years the
two dates of this holy day coincide, the next one will occur in the year 2023.
The Promises
The Gospel of John records eleven very special promises.
•

A person can receive everlasting life by believing in the Son of God (John 3:16).

•

A person can have eternal life by eating, spiritually, Jesus' body (John 6:54).

•

By following Jesus, you will not walk in darkness (John 8:12).

•

Those who continue in Jesus' word will be set free (John 8:31 - 32).

•

A person will truly be FREE if made so by Jesus (John 8:36).

•

God the Father will honor those who serve Christ (John 12:26).

•

Those who believe in Jesus will do greater deeds than he did (John 14:12).

•

Those who obey Christ's commands will receive the Holy Spirit (John 14:15 - 16).

•

Those who keep Jesus' commands will be loved by both him and God the Father (John 14:21).

•

Those who abide in Jesus will be fruitful (John 15:5).

•

The last of the 11 promises is that a person can be Christ's friend IF they obey him (John 15:14).

